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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL TRIP TO BERBERA, SOMALIA 
FOR THE SECRETARY FROM MCCLOSKEY 

1. AS A RESULT OF THE PUBLIC SOMALI INVITATION FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE US CONGRESS TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES THE ACTUAL 
DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS AT BERBERA, TWO CONGRESSIONAL DELE- 
GATIONS ARE NOW SCHEDULED TO VISIT BERBERA THE FIRST WEEK 
OF JULY. THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE WILL SEND A 
SMALL DELEGATION LED BY CONGRESSMAN SAM STRATTON AND IN- 
CLUDING CONGRESSMEN SPENCE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND WON PAT 
OF GUAM. THREE ADDITIONAL MEMBERS (AS YET UNNAMED) MIGHT 
JOIN THEM. THE HOUSE GROUP PLANS TO LEAVE WASHINGTON 
JULY 4 AND RETURN JULY 7. 

2. THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEES 
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WOULD SEND A SMALLER DELEGATION INCLUDING SENATORS BELLMON 
AND BARTLETT OF OKLAHOMA PLUS ONE DEMOCRAT AS YET UN- 
NAMED. THEY PLAN TO LEAVE WASHINGTON JULY 2 AND RETURN 
JULY 7. 
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3. IN BOTH INSTANCES, THE DELEGATIONS WILL BE COMPOSED 
LARGELY OF MEMBERS WHO ARE WELL DISPOSED TOWARD THE DIEGO 

GARCIA PROJECT BUT THE SENATE STAFFERS REPRESENT THE 
LEADERS OF THE OPPOSITION (MANSFIELD AND SYMINGTON). 

4. THE TWO GROUPS LOGICALLY SHOULD COMBINE INTO ONE TRIP. 
HOWEVER, THEY HAVE FLATLY REFUSED TO DO THIS SO FAR FOR 
REASONS OF SCHEDULING. 

5. WE ARE KEEPING HANDS OFF OF THESE CONGRESSIONAL VISITS 

AND ALLOWING THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT TO HANDLE THE LOGIS- 
TICS. THEY ALSO ARE MAKING NO EFFORT TO 

PRESSURE THE TWO GROUPS TO COMBINE SINCE IT WOULD TAKE A 
PRESIDENTIAL INTERVENTION TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. WHILE THERE 
WOULD BE SOME INCONVENIENCE FOR THE CHARGE IN SOMALIA, IT 
IS CLEARLY NOT WORTH IT IN OUR JUDGMENT TO GET INTO THE 
ACT. INGERSOLL 
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